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Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Peter Collier 

ABORIGINAL HERITAGE SITES — GOLDFIELDS AND YILGARN REGIONS 

629. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 

I refer to question without notice 572, asked in the Legislative Council on 14 May to the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, about the Department of Aboriginal Affairs Aboriginal heritage inquiry system, which has 
two categories—“registered” and “other heritage places”, with “stored data” as a subset of the “other heritage 
places” category. 

(1) How many sites are now in the — 

 (a) “other heritage places” category; and 

 (b) “stored data” category? 

(2) How many staff and at what cost were allocated to placing this data on the — 

 (a) “other heritage places” category; and 

 (b) “stored data” category? 

(3) What was the process and rationale for moving sites to the — 

 (a) “other heritage places” category; and 

 (b) “stored data” category?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied:  

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question.  

(1) (a) As of 20 May 2015, there are a total of 21 663 other heritage places on the Aboriginal heritage 
inquiry system. 

 (b) As of 20 May 2015, there are 6 056 “stored data/not a site” places on the Aboriginal heritage 
inquiry system.  

(2) There are 32 staff within the Department of Aboriginal Affairs heritage directorate who are responsible 
for a range of activities relating to heritage management and protection. This includes processing 
information regarding Aboriginal heritage places, which may include maintaining and updating the 
information on the Aboriginal heritage inquiry system. The cost of placing this data on the Aboriginal 
heritage inquiry system is not easily quantifiable. 

(3) On the Department of Aboriginal Affairs Aboriginal heritage inquiry system, the category “other 
heritage places” is comprised of two subset categories: “lodged” places and “stored data/not a site” 
places. A “lodged” place is where information has been received by the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs in relation to places that may meet section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972, but an 
assessment has not been completed by the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee. 

A “stored data/not a site” place is a place that has been assessed by the Aboriginal Cultural Material 
Committee and has been determined as not meeting section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. 
Since 2011, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs has been actively progressing administrative reforms 
aimed at improving and clarifying information about Aboriginal heritage sites and places. The current 
categories of the Aboriginal heritage inquiry system were developed to create clarity between registered 
Aboriginal sites and those places pending assessment—lodged—and those that have been assessed as 
not meeting section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972—“stored data/not a site”. The status of 
places on the Aboriginal heritage inquiry system is changed only once an assessment has been 
conducted by the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee and/or the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, 
which is me at the moment. 
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